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through fear that Prudomme, who had lost his way
in the woods, had been killed by the Savages, and
that he himself would be attacked. During the
previous year, a great many Bears were killed here.
On the 22nd and 23rd, the rain detained us on a
great Sand-bank, from which we reached an Island on
which was some petrified wood. I know not whether
there is a spring or vein of water possessing that
virtue, as there is in Auvergne, on the Confines of
Bourbonnois—a mineral spring, that petrifies the
leaves of Trees that fall into it; or whether it is the
sun that blackens and hardens small pieces of decayed
wood that lie on the Sand after the high waters.
At all events, I have seen large and small pieces of
it. There can be no doubt of it, for there are some
that are not yet petrified, and are partly wood and
partly black stone, that break quite easily and
exfoliate on breaking. A blacksmith who was of the
party took the petrified wood for mineral Coal; but,
besides the fact of its not being so heavy, He was
convinced of the contrary when he threw it into the
fire. The 24th. We found a quantity of grapes,
but much fewer than I had been told; and they are
neither as good nor as large as those found on the
River of the Ilinois, And especially on the River of
the Miamis, where they are found in greater
quantities.

The 25th. So heavy a rain fell that we were
compelled to ascend the Hill, which was over 30 feet
high, and to transport thither our Cabin. The
26th. We passed, on the South, the Riviere a
Mayot, called thus after a savage of the Loup nation
who was with Monsieur de la Salle on his voyage of
discovery. That River does not seem very wide;



